
Noon Bible Study: 2 Timothy 3 (Part 1) 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 - Signs Of the Last days 
 
Paul describes the difficult days that will come before Christ’s coming by mentioning the moral, character and behavioral 
depravity that will be present.  When reading this list in the current day, it’s hard to not conclude we’re living in difficult 
times and near the judgment day. 
 

lovers of self 
lovers of money 
Boastful - vagabond (an imposter) 
Arrogant - showing oneself above another  
Revilers - blasphemous, evil speaking, slanderers 
 
disobedient to parents 
Ungrateful 
Unholy 
Unloving - without affection, without family affection 
Irreconcilable - without truce 
 
malicious gossips - diabolos 
without self-control - without power 
Brutal - not tame, harsh, lacking compassion or sensitivity, typical of beasts 
haters of good - without the love of good 
Treacherous - betrayers, traitors, unreliable 
Reckless - falling headlong, marked by lack of proper caution, careless of consequeces 
Conceited - to be conceited, foolish 
Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God  
 
Holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power 

 
There are 19 things listed here. 4 of the 19 relate to misplaced love - lovers of self, money, unloving and lovers of pleasure - 
rather than lovers of God.  So many of these characteristics are allowable and common when someone loves themselves (or 
anything else) rather than God 
 
The second grouping above makes sense to follow after “disobedient to parents”, for as we leave, reject or usurp the authority 
structures that God has placed in our lives, we become ungrateful, unholy, unloving and unwilling to reconcile. 
 
v. 5 - avoid such men as these - “turn away” 
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We need to avoid people like this as part of the circle of people that is influential in our lives.  We work with people like this, 
we live near people like this and pass people like this in every walk of life.  This doesn’t mean isolate completely from sinners - 
but it does mean not making it common to turn our attention towards them.  What we give our attention to we give our hearts to 
and what we give our hearts to we give our lives to. 
 
We just read in 2 Timothy 2 the following: 
 

2 Timothy 2:24-26 - The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when 
wronged, 25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the 
knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held 
captive by him to do his will. 

 
So it is also possible that Paul is referring to those people who insist in their sinful behavior - especially those who claim to be 
Christians and habitually practice such things.  For the list in v. 1-5 to include “holding a form of godliness” implies that some 
of these people claim or appear to be godly and yet reject God’s power.  Such behavior should not be in the church of God.  Having 
religious devotion or external appearance of piety is not a guarantee that one is a Christian. 
 
2 Timothy 3:6-7 - What They Do 
 
We have a very specific example given here about how such people, who appear godly but are not, take advantage of other 
people.  Paul cites these evil people taking advantage of women who are “weighed down with sins” - either guilty from past sin 
or currently struggling with sin - being “captivated” by new teachings or different takes on Scripture.  Yet, they never come to 
understand the truth but instead are just looking for the next new or different thing. 
 
2 Timothy 3:8-9 - An Example From Exodus 
 
Jannes and Jambres were the names given by Jewish writers to the two magicians in Pharaoh's court who opposed Moses and Aaron 
and who replicate the first three plagues.  Their story is found in Exodus 7 (though their names are not given in the text) 
 

Exodus 7:8-13 - Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 9 "When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, 'Work a miracle,' 
then you shall say to Aaron, 'Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.'" 10 So Moses 
and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the LORD had commanded; and Aaron threw his staff down before 
Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 
 
11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same with 
their secret arts. 12 For each one threw down his staff and they turned into serpents. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their 
staffs. 13 Yet Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 

 
They appear again in Exodus 7:14-25 with the water turning to blood which concludes the following 
 

Exodus 7:20-23 - So Moses and Aaron did even as the LORD had commanded. And he lifted up the staff and struck the water 
that was in the Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile was 
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turned to blood. 21 The fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile became foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink water 
from the Nile. And the blood was through all the land of Egypt. 
 
22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen 
to them, as the LORD had said. 23 Then Pharaoh turned and went into his house with no concern even for this. 

 
Q - How did the magician’s actions affect Moses and Aaron?  What was the result of the magician's magic on the heart of 
Pharaoh? 
 
Pharaoh was emboldened in his resistance to God because of the magicians.  They stood against God’s prophet and the command of 
God and Pharaoh didn’t see any reason to believe because the magicians seemed to match Moses and Aaron.  Similarly, the evil 
people and evil/false teachers are opposing God and His word and trying to discourage others from believing what is true and 
doing things to try and invalidate God’s word 
 
But, as we see from Exodus, eventually the magicians were not able to match the power of God, they also even were forced to 
acknowledge the God of Moses! 
 

Exodus 8:18-19 - The magicians tried with their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they could not; so there were gnats on 
man and beast. 19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God." But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he 
did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 
 
Exodus 9:11 - The magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the magicians as well 
as on all the Egyptians. 

 
Those following in Jannes and Jambres’ footsteps will meet their same fate: “they will not make further progress” and “their 
folly will become obvious to all…” 
 
We’re left with the promise that the evil people and the false teachers and false ways of this age will eventually be exposed and 
extinguished. 
 
Paul is writing in a day when he has no hope of widespread moral improvement by any other means than the Kingdom of God 
coming.  Paul has and will continue to believe that individual hearts are where the battlefield is - and that the gospel of Christ 
and love of God is what will turn things around in that war. 
 
In the Western world, it’s easy and common for us to respond to this list by complaining, being discouraged and lamenting the 
decline of our society.  It is a unique experience in history to live in a nation that acknowledges the Creator God of the Bible 
and who has Biblical principles and references in its founding.  And as we look back at how things “used to be” in the 1700’s or 
1950’s compared to how they are now, we are saddened about the decline of dependance on and interest in God Almighty. 
 
In 1864, President Abraham Lincoln said this about the Bible: “In regard to this Great Book, I have but to say, it is the best gift 
God has given to man. All the good the Savior gave to the world was communicated through this book. But for it we could not 
know right from wrong. All things most desirable for man's welfare, here and hereafter, are to be found portrayed in it.” 
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Hard to imagine such a statement being said today.  We are living in difficult times. 
 
What then do we do about the moral condition of the time we are in?  There are a few ways Scripture guides us, but one reaction 
is worth highlighting here.  We ought not to think that we can legislate morality or vote in the Kingdom of God.  We cannot 
change the human heart by passing laws or electing officials or amending constitutions.  That is not to say we can’t work in 
redemptive ways to work for justice, care for the oppressed, or make things better by having spirit-filled followers of Jesus 
involved in every level of government, education, industry and finance, technology and innovation as well as the local 
community around us. We are salt and light! 
 
Yet, Paul writes here that things are going to get worse, not better before the coming of the King.  That’s not Paul being 
pessimistic or fatalistic - it's him being honest and helping to prepare God’s people for these times.  If the church sees the evil 
rising and righteousness declining, and needs to go sit in the corner with binkies in our mouths - we are going to miss the 
moment we are needed in this dark world the most. 
 
Jannes and Jambres did their best to deceive - and yet in the end their folly became obvious to all and they couldn’t stand before 
Moses, for Moses trusted in the LORD and stood his ground.  
 
John Stott wrote this as he commented on this section and thought about what we should do and how we should respond: 
 

“Only the gospel offers a radical solution to (these problems). For only the gospel promises a new birth or new creation, 
which involves being turned inside out, from selfish to unselfish, a real reorientation of mind and behavior, and which makes 
us essentially God-centered instead of self-centered. Then, when God is first and self is last, we love the world God loves 
and seek to give and serve like him.”  (John Stott, “The Message of 2 Timothy” Page 66) 

 
We need to be convinced that the gospel is powerful and that prayer is effective.  We need to be convinced that love never 
fails.  We need to be convinced that we overcome evil with good.  We aren’t in the middle of a war for the soul of America or any 
other nation - we’re in the middle of a spiritual battle which is being waged by the forces of evil and darkness in every realm - 
but though battles remain, the war has been decided and we know the end of the story. 
 
So if there are lovers of self, we will be lovers of all, if there are lovers of money, we will be generous, if the boastful shout, 
we will humbly serve.  If people increase in arrogance, reviling, disobedience, and decrease in self control, holiness and love for 
God - we will follow Jesus obediently and faithfully until he comes, committed to sharing the news of his way, his victory and 
his kingdom with all the world. 
 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

